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tends to perpetuate that line of separation between his Majesty's
subjects of different religions, which the petitioners do humbly
conceive it is the interest of the country to obliterate; and the
petitioners submit that, if the youth of both religions were in-
structed together in those branches of classical education which
are the same for all, their peculiar tenets would, in all proba-
bility, be no hindrance hereafter to a friendly and liberal inter-
course through life.' c Having/ they added, 4n common with the
rest of their brethren, the Catholics of Ireland, received, as one
of the most important and acceptable benefits bestowed on them
by his Majesty and the Legislature, the permission of having
their youth educated along with, the Protestant youth of the
kingdom in the University of Dublin, and experience having
fully demonstrated the wisdom and utility of that permission,
they see with deep concern the principle of separation and ex-
clusion, they hoped removed for ever, now likely to be revived
and re-enacted.'l

We can hardly have a more striking proof of the change that
has passed over the spirit of Irish. Catholicism than is furnished
by this petition, and if its recommendations had been carried
out, the Irish priesthood might have been a very different body
from what it has become. On wholly dissimilar grounds, Burke
also looked on the new foundation with distrust. The strong
bias in favour of sacerdotalism, which broadly distinguishes him
from Grattan, appears to me to have often deflected his judg-
ment, and I cannot regard the remarkable letters which he wrote
fco Dr. Hussey, who was now negotiating on the side of the
Catholic priesthood, as evincing real prescience or wisdom.
Burke was extremely anxious that Catholic colleges should be
established, but he would have gladly placed them altogether
under priestly control. The prelates, he said, should accept,
from any Government, 'money for the establishment of such col-
leges ; they should consent that accounts of the expenditure
should be annually laid before a committee of the House of
Commons, to prevent all suspicion of jobbing. But they should
resist every other interference, and decline any offer which re-
served- to the members of the Irish Government a power of
direction or control over clerical education. c I would much
1 Irish Part. Deb. zv. 201-203.
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